THE MOST SIGRIFICANT GIFT

"And next him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself umto the
Lord" (II Chronicles 17:16).

Jehoshaphat wes a good and great king. He was very popular and very powerful. He was
sarrounded, supported, and undergirded by mighty men of valor and by a loyal peoples.

The chief officer in the reign of Jehoshaphat was Amasiah. So impertant was he that
200,000 picked men were put under his command, and Amasiah stocd next to the king im
positien. While no title was appended to his name, a most significant statement was
made about him. This statement was far more sigmificant than a title, than wealth, than
valor. lListen te it! He “willingly gave himself unto the Leord." It was a great thing
for Jehoshaphat to have one who could command an army, and at the same time obey the
commands of Ged. It was also a great thing for the country of Judah to have a godly man
in sueh a positien.

imasish is a man of whom we do not know anything beyond this — he ™willingly effered
himself unte the lord.” There was a time when first he knew the grace of God, which
wrenght such a change in him and in his entire career. There was & waking up to the fact
that God deserved his love and his life. There was & time of dedication of himself to
Ged.

It is a gloriocus thing when people of leadership are pronounced and positive friemds of
the Lord. It is a glorious thing when the ocutstanding lawyer is a modest, faithful friend
and follower of Christ; and the skillful doctor, who has such an opportunity to bless the
world; and the patient teacher, who occupies such an emipent place of respemsibility armd
opportunity; and the aggressive businessman, with various people under his direction; and
on and on in all realms. What a glorious thing when people in positions of leadership, as
was this man Amasiah, make it a point to be proncunced friends of God! The most signifi~
cant thing about life is for it to be positionized properly, the most tragic thing about
life for it te be positionized wrongly. By the quiet wielding of influence we are daily
elevating or degrading people. Glorious it is beyond words to express when one is known
as & positive and faithful friend of Christ!

Our great need is not for titled leaders; it is for mere unselfish and Christlike leaders.
Our great need is not necessarily greater numbers, but rather a better quality. After he
had addressed a group of Christisn men, Mr. Henry Druwmmond was asked by cne of the men if
ke did not think that the first need of Christianity today was for more men. He answered,
“lio, not more men, but a better brand.” Then, there was somebody who remarked, "Men are
looking for better methods; God is looking for better men,"

I. Amasiah Gave Himself.
The mest significant and meanimgful gift ever made is that of cmeself. Christ made
the most significant gift ever made when "He gave Himself a ransom for many." Him-
self was the best thing that Amasisgh had to give.
1. He made no reserve as to what he had.

He gave himself, his money, his ability, his position, and his influence. All
was yielded up to the Lord. Have you given yourself to the Lord?

2. He maeie no reserve as to what he did.

He gave himself to the Lord.
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3. He made mo reserve as to how his service should be rerdered.

When the supreme gift of self is made, all ether gifts and services are easy and
joyous. The reason why some of us give but driblets of our time and talents and
substance to the Lord and His causes is because we have given so little of our-
selves to the Lord. Self is the greatest of all gifts, and it is the hardest ie
make, If self is withheld, every other gift will be hard to make. When self is
really given, there will not be any reservations.

Men and women who have given themselves have wrought marvels. They have spanned
oceans, annihilated distance, faced lions' dens, the fiery furnace, the bandman's
knot, and the martyr's death. They have stormed citadels of wickedness, attacked
festering dens of corruption, and blessed mankind everywhere.

Amasiah Gave Himself Willingly.

There was no coercion, no conscription, me drafting. The Bible says, "My people shall
be a willing people.” Willingness to follow the lord all the way is one of the finest
gualities of a Christian. What other service than that which is remdered willinmgly
is either worthy of the Lord or acceptable unto Him? Too many Christians have ieo be
begged, persuaded, and petted in order to get them to accept a place of responsibility
in a church. BSuch a spirit is not pleasing to the Lord. One church member exmltingly
says, °I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
Another says, "Do I have to go to church again?” TYou know which of the two pleases
the Lord.

What a glorious thing for Christians to say, "Christ is emtitled to my best, and 1
am going to give Him my best.” One of twe factors dominates every life. Either self
is the dominating factor or the Lord is. The self-eentered life is doomed. That is
true of an individual, a family, a church, an organization-or a mnation. Gladstone
remarked, "Napoleon had the keemest brain that was ever packed into a human skull.”
And yet Hapoleon died like a dog in the ditch, after he had made Europe cower and
eringe and tremble before him. Why? He was self-centered in life frem first to last.
What did he care to walk with cruel foot over the heart of his beautiful Josephine?
What did he care to sacrifice a hundred thousand soldiers, if only he could earry out
his self-centered and fiendish ambition? But, the self-centered life is doomed. BFo
matter what the calling, the position or the power, the seli-centered life is doomed.
Bet the 1life that is given to Christ and conforms to His will is the victorious one.

Amasiah Gave Himself To The Lord.

People give themselves and what they have to various causes —— some of which are
worthy and commendable, while others are non-essential, unworthy, and injurious. But
Amasiah gave himself to the most significant cause -~ "the Lord."

Recognizing the greatest Person in the world, he threw the powers of his undivided
allegiance on the Lord's side. He heard the clamorous and insistent voices of the age
bidding for his time, talents, powers, and influence. But in a spirit of heroism,
discermment, fidelity, surrender, and willingness, he threw the powers of his magnifi-
cent manhood, with all that he had, on God's side. How fine, commendable, and far-
reaching it is for men in high positiens to be out and out for God! The most manly
thing anyone can do is to declare himself unequivocally for the Lord.

Amasiszh made it his life-work to serve the Lord. This is the reasonsble and right
thing for everybody to do.
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One should serve his Creator. He is under an even greater obligation to serve his
Redeemer, Who shed His blocd in order that he might be set free from sin. Besides,
this is an honorable service. To serve Him is the most honorable service in which
one can engage. And, then, God will never let His servants serve Him for nothing. He
always rewards them.

Amgsiah put first things first. He put God first in his life. OSurely, that was
right. There is but ome rightful place for anybedy to put the lord, and that is
first. When God is put first, other things come in their rightful order. Each of
us should give God the first place in our personal and every-day life.

In His matchless sermon Christ said, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.? If you will seek first
the kingdom of God, all these things — including foed, clothing, and the necessities
of life, will be added unto you.

We belong to Christ by a threefold claim. He created us, He died for us, and He
Preserves us.

Amasiah gave himself to the Lord in a secular calling. He offered to be what the
Lord would have him teo be; and so he remained a soldier. There is no lawful cccupa~
tiom in which one cannot serve the Lord. Yet, it was mot easy for Amasiah to live
for God as a soldier. However, he did it, even though his oceupation was a difficult
one in which to de so. Wherever your lot is cast, abide in your calling, and glofify
God in it, as Amasiah did. MNot only did he do so, but he arose to eminence in his
hard place. He left an honorable record and a worthy example.

One of the leading shoe mer of the world was a devout Christian. One day he and one
of his ardent admirers were walking away from a church service together. This friend
asked him: VIf you should put your life passion in one sentence, what would that
sentence be?" He smiled and took him te his office, where he had it on a cardboard.
Six little words voiced it. Here they are: "God first. Family second. Shoes
third.” That is exactly right. Ged first, before loved ones or business, certainly.
Making a living is a mere incidemt. Making a life is our main task. Iet Christ's
will come to pass in your life. Any other course willihave regret in it. Give your-
self completely to Christ amd the accomplishment of His blessed will.



